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What the show didn't offer was anything resembling the
strength of purpose that a serions designer colléction
demands Truo, over the past several seasons, Cole has
hinted ot staking a claim for classics with a racy Bent, and
one eould argue he continued that here with his ineup of
lean, sexy shapes spliced and seamed ad
infinitum. But racy classicism is hardly
unchartered turf — hello, Calvin Klein. If
* (Cole wants to be viewed as an apparel

o designer of weight, he needs to dévelop a
rlear vision rooted in something more

Costello Tagliapietra; [L was a superb beginning
W ForJeffrey Costello, formerly of VPL. and

% Robert Tagliapletra. They showed their first
] full-scale collection lor Costello Tagliapietra,
and one could sctually swoon for the
simplicity and cut of these Greeian- amd
Madame Grés-inspired dresses in rayon
| matte jersey. The fit was perfect (no easy
et i that fabrick and the dresses and few
skirls swung gracefully at mid- and below-
- calf lengths, The drama stayved on top in
subtle draping, bare backs and a bevy of
beautiful necklines. The best of these:
the flared tank dresses with cross-
strapped backs or & stesl-toned V-
neck version. For the last three
cepsons, the duo has pulled together a
8 few pieces, curmently sold at Barneys
L New York Japan. Safe to say, the

o designers should plek up a few

American aceounts this seaszon.
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Alabama: Project Alabama’s
guceess ks truly a marvel. In the
company's third vear, designer-

8 founder Natalie Chanin and her

= buwsimess parinen Enreo Maronae-
Cinzang, hove seen sales Frow amd
| EA. clothes become staples at the

! best department storezs. Who could have

predicted that sueh a charming idea —
handmade T-zhirts — would have such long
and profitable legs?

O Wednesday, Chanln, up from her studio

¢ in Lowvelace Crossing, Ala | showed her two lines:

S Project Alabama Hand, the original collection made
: entirely by hand, and Project Alabama Machine, the
line produced with Italian manofacturer Gibo SpA
and now in ils second season.

While the prices of the bwo lines are quite
different — £150 to 52,000 for Hand and 560 to $700
fior Machine — there is a definite coberence
between them in the shared color paletie of

washed-out blue pray, khaki and bornt orange

] Hand continues to develop beyond its original

& g Tshirt lineup, and the reverse appligqué,

“Wi® embroidery and printing translated weall on
everything from hoodies to backless halter

. dresses. These pieces meshed with Machines tailored
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RAIM DATE: It's just rain, mpltfurmn rtf-allsmnalelmﬂm, prissy
editars and fashicn in penanal. Qlympus Fashion Week opened b a
deswnpaus Weednesday maming that shut desn for several hawes an
entire subway ling that runs beneath Bryant Park, setting off a chain of
eqents that will have repercussicns for days to come. Kemneth Gole's
calebrity turnowt far hiz L0 a.m. show was just & drizzle, as only ene of
a flest of ranted cars managed to pick up its assigned calebrity, Alan
Cummming, with enough time to get to the tents. Maarwhile, many
rmammiss in the crowd wees concarmead about who had yet
to arrive for day-Care dufy — something thal caused several edilors o
s Coke's show allogether,

Then came word that Miguel Adrover, whao planned to show his
spring and fall collections at 5 pom. at Sera D, Rooseselt Park, has
rescheduled for Friday at & p.m. & spokesman for tha designer said
that was the only time park authorities coukd maka the space availabla
that would also suit Adrover's need for a naturad daylight presentation.
Saveral designers are already scheduled o hava presentations at that
ftima, including Thakean Parichgul’s Thakoon collection, Charles
Alexanider, Gustava Aranga and Edwing I'Angelo. Maiumally, those
planning thair shows amound that teme weee bess than thrilled by the
newes — and those reached on Wednesday afternoan said they had paol
been advised of the move prioe to being confacted by WWD,

"When | heard about him doing & shew oubdaors, | thaught it was
The worst thing ary designer could &0, said DPARgelo, “What was he
thinking? 11 raing every ather day here. He should stlek anownd and
ahow at the end af the collactions. | don't think it's faie, but you can't
te!l people what to do”

Fanichgul added, *It's unfortunate, but what can we do?"' His
first show will be a walk-through presentation at Drive-In Studics,
443 West 18th Street, “so hopefully people can sae mina before
they see him,”

A =ppkasman for Aleander, who is showing in the Mao Space at
135 'West 18th Strewt, called back to ralay a message from the
designier: “Miguel @& very consideryte,” Huh? “He meani thal wery
sarcastically,”

SCOOFIMG UP SPACE: 'With the latest lesse signed by Seoop — 3,000
guane feet on two levels & 430 West 141h Street — the company s
potsed ta conguer Washingtan Avenue in the Meptpacking District.
The =pace will be divided between tao new concepts inciuding Scoop
Starting Young, which co-cwner Stedani Greenfiedd describes as typical
Scoop fashion for ages 2 throwgh 12, In athear words, she'll be
manufacturing Mini Me's of the young moms who shop for Marc
Jacabs, Theory and Juicy Couture. 5He declinad to decuss the othar
concapt, but said both are expected to do batwean § 1,500 and
2,000 per squans food in sabes, These days, Greanfiald is all aboul
seprmantation, An existing coed store al 873 Washinglon Straet will
became @ men's enly shog, A new 3, 300-square-Tool woeran's slone
EA] Washington Street will apen n Movernber, "The rmane we
segregate by gender and classification, the mars peopée will
understand thel Sceop is about lifestyle and Hems," Greanfeld said,
Kim Mogull, president of Mogull Realty and the emclusiva broker for
Scoop, said the new store, which replaces a nightclub, will “change
the face af an important cafner,” Graenfiedd wauld be hapgy 19 own
the enlire Block af Washingion Asenue bebayesn 13t and 1416
Strests. “We love our neighbors,” she said, “but if they decided not to
renew thesr lesses we'd tehe the space ©




